
 

 

WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – 3 May 2022 

Waupaca County Courthouse – LL43 
 

Parks Director Francis called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and read the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Supervisors Pete Bosquez, John Miller and Sue Golding were present. Also present:  
Steve Rawson (public), Ann Casamassa and John Francis from the Parks Department.  Supervisor 
Jake Timm was excused.  Supervisor Jack Spierings was absent. 
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Bosquez, seconded by Miller to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Golding, seconded by Bosquez to approve the 5 
April 2022 minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment:  Francis opened the floor to public comment, Steve Rawson had a question about 
how the search for seasonal park workers was going.    
 
Chair and Vice-Chair Elections:  Francis called for nominations for the Chair position.  Motion by 
Golding to nominate Bosquez for Chair.  There were no other nominations.  Motion by Miller, 
seconded by Golding to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballot to elect Bosquez to the Chair 
position.  Motion passed without a negative vote. 
 
Francis turned the meeting over to Chair Bosquez. 
 
Bosquez called for nominations for the Vice-Chair position.  Motion by Bosquez to nominate Golding 
for Vice-Chair.  There were no other nominations.  Motion by Miller, seconded by Golding to close 
nominations and cast a unanimous ballot to elect Golding to the Vice-Chair position.  Motion passed 
without a negative vote. 

 

Gill’s Landing ADA Canoe/Kayak Dock – Review Proposals, Award Project:  Francis reported 
that proposals were opened at 2pm on 2 May 2022 and that there was only one.  He stated that he 
had been contacted by another bidder asking for an extension as they had the due date wrong, he 
told them that was not possible.   
 

Dock Proposals - Gill's Landing ADA Kayak Dock - Budget = $47,000 

Bidder From Cost Notes 

Schmidt Docks Waupaca $49,847.00   

 
Francis stated that the price of the dock had increased by $5,214.00 over the 2 Feb 2022 quote he 
obtained for applying for the grant.  He also reported that there were several similar projects 
considered by the Wisconsin Waterways Commission for grant funding that were in the same price 
range so the quote is probably in-line with current pricing.  He recommended going with the proposal 
even though it was over-budget as there was extra matching funds available from rolled over 2021 
capital funding.  There was some discussion. 
 



 

 

Motion by Golding, seconded by Miller to award the Gill’s Landing ADA Kayak Dock project to 
Schmidt Docks for the proposed price of $49,847.00.  Motion passed without a negative vote. 
 
Resolution #7 – Big Falls ADA Canoe/Kayak Dock Grant:  Francis explained that the resolution 
was required to apply for grant funding for a dock/launch to be placed on the Big Falls pond next to 
the current boat ramp.  He stated that there was $20,000.00 in the 2022 budget for this project and 
the Village of Big Falls has pledged to donate money towards the project as well.  The next funding 
meeting for the grants is scheduled for June.  There was some discussion. 
 
Motion by Miller, seconded by Golding to approve Resolution #7 and pass it on to LJESS then the full 
County Board for final approval.  Motion passed without a negative vote.  
 
Supervisor Report(s):  Conference, Seminar, Convention, and/or Webinars:  There was none to 
report.  Bosquez stated that he would like to set up a park tour for the Committee at the next meeting 
so that supervisors new to the Committee can have a better understanding of the issues that will be 
discussed at future meetings.  There was some discussion about what areas would be visited and 
how the meeting/tour will need to be conducted to ensure open-meeting requirements are followed.  
Francis stated he would check into how the meeting/tour would need to be posted and conducted. 
 
Projects Update:  Casamassa reported on the following items: 

 Storage removals at the Fairgrounds went well despite the weather.  She gave a background on 
how the program works and there was some discussion on the revenue generated.  She stated 
that Pete Taber has run the project the last several years and has done a great job. 

 The Poor Farm Cemetery access road has been completed by the Highway Department.  There 
was some discussion about what that is and why it was done.  This will improve access to the site 
for our maintenance needs as well as public access. 

 The search for seasonal workers continues, there is one interview coming up soon.  Hoping to hire 
two people.  Bosquez suggested that staff talk with the judges and see if there are any folks 
looking to do community service hours that might help out.  There was discussion about this 
option.  Casamassa stated that Veterans Services made a slide-show about the job opportunity 
and has shared it with various social networks.  She has also contacted ADRC about a program 
that helps retired folks re-enter the workforce, but there are no interested parties at this time.  
There was discussion about hiring people below 18 years old and what that would require. 

 Spring preparations are moving along.  Usually all the parks are fully open by 1 May but this year 
there has been very cold spells that has prevented turning on water at some sites.  Those should 
be done soon.  The boat landings are all open and the docks are in, Keller Campground is open, 
and events are picking up at the Fairgrounds – there is a rodeo this weekend.   
 

Francis reported on the following items: 

 He is going to work on permits for the Maple Creek Bridge soon. 

 He stated that Jennifer Monty has started at the Program Specialist position and she is training 
with Kristy Harris until she retires in June.   

 
Bosquez stated that there is a new campground in the Fremont area near “The Bar” on Cty H east of 
Fremont.   
 
Upcoming meetings:  The next scheduled meeting was set for 9:00 am, 7 June 2022 starting at the 
Waupaca County Courthouse, there will be a park tour to follow.     



 

 

 
Adjourn:   Motion by Miller, seconded by Golding to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 9:57 am. 
   
 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 
 
 


